Single crystals of b-Dy(BO2)3 have been obtained by the reaction of Dy2O3 and B2O3 in the stoichiometric ratio 1 : 3 with a slight excess of fluxing DyCl3 in gas tightly sealed platinum crucibles within three weeks at 900°C. The compound appears as colourless, thin, air-and water-resistant needles which tend to severe growth-twinning due to their fibrous habit. 
Discussion
In the range of the lanthanide meta-oxoborates M(BO2)3 (M = La -Lu) there are meanwhile four modifications known of which three are realized for the light representatives. The a-type compounds could be obtained under normal-pressure hightemperature conditions for M = La -Nd, Sm -Tb and crystallize monoclinically with space group I2/a (C2/c), e.g. [1] . Two highpressure high-temperature modifications were recently synthesized: the orthorhombic g-M(BO2)3-type (M = La -Nd, Pca21) [2] and the monoclinic d-La(BO2)3-type compounds (P21/c) [3] . For the first time, an example of the fourth known phase of metaoxoborates, b-Tb(BO2)3 was obtained under normal-pressure high-temperature conditions [4] , whereas single crystals of b-M(BO2)3 with M = Dy -Lu [5] 
